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Our approach underscores the 
functions of the waterfront edge as

both ecological and urban constructs

Edge Habitat(s)



Team Narrative

Team 12: Edge Habitat(s)

Emphasizing the urban and ecological functions of the waterfront edge, Team 12: Edge 
Habitat(s) recognized multiple layers of past, current and future change along the waterfront 
and used a variety of strategies to restore and create urban habitats.  After deciding to redirect 
traffic along Highway 99 into a tunnel, Edge Habitat(s) expanded the city’s green space by 
transforming the existing viaduct into a unique elevated greenway.  At Terminal 46, a phased 
wetland shows several ecological interventions including, a new beach, with vegetated 
uplands and pedestrian access, providing a shoreline amenity for salmon and their human 
admirers.  Along Myrtle Edwards Park, a series of Habitat Hooks improve salmon passage 
with eelgrass terraces, ramped shorelines and clean, freshwater inputs from intertidal
channels, marshes and bioswales.  
At several points, “Salmon Spirals” will bring the same liveliness to the aquatic environment as 
playgrounds and bike trails do to the terrestrial.  A close-up of the greenway near Pike Place 
shows improved open space, stormwater treatment and the placement of excavated soils on 
top of the viaduct to provide valuable pedestrian connections between the waterfront and the 
city.
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